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§128.7

own motion or on a motion of the re-
spondent. If the respondent fails to re-
spond with reasonable diligence to the
requests for discovery by the Direc-
torate of Defense Trade Controls or the
Administrative Law Judge, on her or
his own motion or motion of the Direc-
torate of Defense Trade Controls, and
upon such notice to the respondent as
the Administrative Law Judge may di-
rect, may strike respondent’s answer
and declare the respondent in default,
or make any other ruling which the
Administrative Law Judge deems nec-
essary and just under the cir-
cumstances. If a third party fails to re-
spond to the request for information,
the Administrative Law Judge shall
consider whether the evidence sought
is necessary to a fair hearing, and if it
is so necessary that a fair hearing may
not be held without it, the Administra-
tive Law Judge shall determine wheth-
er substitute information is adequate
to protect the rights of the respondent.
If the Administrative Law Judge de-
cides that a fair hearing may be held
with the substitute information, then
the proceedings may continue. If not,
then the Administrative Law Judge
may dismiss the charges.

[61 FR 48832, Sept. 17, 1996, as amended at 71
FR 20551, Apr. 21, 2006]

§128.7 Prehearing conference.

(a)(1) The Administrative Law Judge
may, upon his own motion or upon mo-
tion of any party, request the parties
or their counsel to a prehearing con-
ference to consider:

(i) Simplification of issues;

(ii) The necessity or desirability of
amendments to pleadings;

(iii) Obtaining stipulations of fact
and of documents to avoid unnecessary
proof; or

(iv) Such other matter as may expe-
dite the disposition of the proceeding.

(2) The Administrative Law Judge
will prepare a summary of the action
agreed upon or taken at the con-
ference, and will incorporate therein
any written stipulations or agreements
made by the parties.

(3) The conference proceedings may
be recorded magnetically or taken by a
reporter and transcribed, and filed with
the Administrative Law Judge.
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(b) If a conference is impracticable ,
the Administrative Law Judge may re-
quest the parties to correspond with
the person to achieve the purposes of a
conference. The Administrative Law
Judge shall prepare a summary of ac-
tion taken as in the case of a con-
ference.

[61 FR 48832, Sept. 17, 1996, as amended at 71
FR 205651, Apr. 21, 2006]

§128.8 Hearings.

(a) A respondent who had not filed a
timely written answer is not entitled
to a hearing, and the case may be con-
sidered by the Administrative Law
Judge as provided in §128.4(a). If any
answer is filed, but no oral hearing de-
manded, the Administrative Law Judge
may proceed to consider the case upon
the written pleadings and evidence
available. The Administrative Law
Judge may provide for the making of
the record in such manner as the Ad-
ministrative Law Judge deems appro-
priate. If respondent answers and de-
mands an oral hearing, the Administra-
tive Law Judge, upon due notice, shall
set the case for hearing, unless a re-
spondent has raised in his answer no
issues of material fact to be deter-
mined. If respondent fails to appear at
a scheduled hearing, the hearing never-
theless may proceed in respondent’s ab-
sence. The respondent’s failure to ap-
pear will not affect the validity of the
hearing or any proceedings or action
thereafter.

(b) The Administrative Law Judge
may administer oaths and affirma-
tions. Respondent may be represented
by counsel. Unless otherwise agreed by
the parties and the Administrative
Law Judge the proceeding will be
taken by a reporter or by magnetic re-
cording, transcribed, and filed with the
Administrative Law Judge. Respondent
may examine the transcript and may
obtain a copy upon payment of proper
costs.

[61 FR 48833, Sept. 17, 1996]

§128.9 Proceedings before and report
of Administrative Law Judge.

(a) The Administrative Law Judge
may conform any part of the pro-
ceedings before him or her to the Fed-
eral Rules of Civil Procedure. The
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